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"Jesus P iece" B ling:
Bridging the A frican-American Generation Gap Regarding the C ross
Flip your television to MTV or BET for 
any extended period of time and you are 
bound to see some form of “bling.” Bling, 
as the hip-hop community affectionately 
calls it, usually consists of expensive jew­
elry and other accoutrements. One such 
popular item is the “Jesus Piece”-a  plati­
num necklace that contains an image of a 
cross or a thorn-crowned figure represent­
ing the person of Christ. I don’t own any 
such jewelry, but I recently had a personal 
encounter with a Jesus Piece when I accom­
panied a younger colleague shopping. She 
purchased a necklace and a cross for her 
significant other. However, this was no nor­
mal cross. This cross was a ‘ Jesus Piece.
In fact, this particular piece came with its 
own security escort back to our vehicle (i.e. 
it could probably fund one person’s enitre 
seminary education at Fuller). As I sat in 
the car and thought about her purchase, I 
had a difficult time reconciling it with the 
Jewish Carpenter who hailed from Naza­
reth. Could Christ and bling be spoken in 
the same sentence without some sort of 
uneasiness? More importantly, how has 
the evolution of the cross in the African- 
American community affected the younger 
generation of believers?
African Americans share a history that 
our ancestors brought to America in ad­
verse and dire circumstances. The Middle 
Passage, as it has been historically called, 
consisted of the forced transportation of 
Africans from their homeland to a New 
World.” Even worse, they were sold into 
slavery and forced into labor. However, in 
the midst of horrific conditions, many re­
ceived a message of hope from the most
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unlikely of sources. In an effort to evange 
lize, slave owners allowed missionaries to 
teach the slaves about Christianity. In time, 
several of the slaves embraced the biblical 
story of the Exodus of the children of Israel 
because it reminded them of their own ex­
odus” to the “land of promise” in America.
In addition, just as the Israelites had their 
own Moses, African-Americans would 
have their own Moses types in the persons 
of Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglas, and 
Nat Turner (all of whom attempted to free 
slaves from their bondage).
Moreover, slaves embraced the message 
of the Cross itself (a message of hope in 
the midst of suffering). The cross became 
relational. It spoke directly of their pres­
ent condition. Since a countless number of 
them suffered and died painful deaths, they 
could personally relate to 
Jesus’ suffering and death.
They had something tan­
gible to which they could 
cling. Negro spirituals 
such as “Were You There 
When They Crucified My 
Lord” and “Old Rugged 
Cross” derive from this ex­
perience, as they all have a 
connection with the death, 
burial, and resurrection of 
Christ. For many people, 
there was an eschatological 
hope that they would escape 
their present suffering and experience a 
greater glory in the days to come.
African Americans continued to embrace 
this message of hope for many decades to 
follow. One needs to look no further than 
the Civil Rights Movement to see a 
demonstrative link between the Cross 
of Christ and the African-Ameri­
can experience. During this period,
; idea of “taking up 
one’s cross” took on 
a new meaning for 
many. Christ’s model 
of non-violent suffering would serve as a 
pattern for numerous African Americans 
during the Civil Rights Movement. Many 
embraced the message of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., who called for non-violent pro­
tests against social inequality. As the Afri­
can-American hymn states, “(Christ) never 
said a mumblin’ word,” as he experienced 
a violent suffering to earn the spiritual free- 
Continued on page 6
I am currently sitting on the tarmac in 
a broken down plane in Oklahoma City 
with a severe head cold. So I’m going 
to make this one short and sweet.
In preparation for Holy Week 
asked our writers to 
offer their theologi- '  
cal and cultural reflec­
tions on the cross. May 
you be encouraged and 




We want to hear from you! If you would like to write for the SEMI or respond to some­
thing you’ve read, please contact us at: semi-editor@dept.fuller.edu. All submissions are 
subject to editing for length and clarity.
A rguments of The Lost T omb of Jesus
By Jeff Harwell
On March 4th, the Discovery channel 
aired a documentary directed by Simcha 
Jacobovici and produced by James Cam­
eron titled The Lost Tomb o f Jesus which 
claimed that the family tomb of Jesus has 
been discovered with the body of Jesus in­
side. The more you think that the historical 
Jesus is the Jesus of faith the more poten­
tially disturbing this claim is. If the histori­
cal Jesus is only an itinerant preacher from 
Nazareth then it is not surprising to find 
that his bones are still in his tomb. But if 
one holds that the historical Jesus is God 
incarnate who was crucified and raised 
bodily from the dead then finding his tomb 
still occupied would suggest that our faith 
is futile and we are still in our sins.1 (1 Cor 
15:17)
The film begins in the spring of 1980 
when a construction crew unearths a tomb 
in the Jerusalem neighborhood of East Tal- 
piyot. The tomb contained 10 ossuaries 
(stone boxes for storing bones), at least six 
of which had names carved into them. From 
this point on the documentary is basically a 
discussion of those names which leads in­
exorably to the film’s conclusions that these 
names, when taken together, show that this 
is the tomb of the historical Jesus.
One of the ossuary inscriptions reads 
Yeshua son of Yehosef, which we translate 
1. There is also the alternative o f  em bracing dualism 
and claiming that Jesus’s resurrection was only a spiri­
tual resurrection, not a bodily one. This is the highly 
problematic approach suggested by the documentary 
itself to harmonize its claims with the claims of Chris­
tian faith.












in English as Jesus son of Joseph. This is 
not as surprising as you might first think 
because the names Yeshua and Yehosef 
were very common in Israel during the first 
century. The approach taken by the docu­
mentary is to look at the other names in the 
family tomb to see if they can be connected 
to the family of Jesus. For each name that 
can be connected to the biblical Jesus the 
odds go up that this is in fact his ossuary.
Of the other eight ossuaries that the film­
makers were able to examine, only five had 
inscriptions. The names from these five are 
Maria (Hebrew Marya), Mathew (Hebrew 
Matya), Joseph (Hebrew Yose), Judah son 
of Jesus (Yehuda bar Yeshua), and Mari- 
amene e Mara (of Mariamene also called 
Mara).2 Maria, despite some discussion 
of it being a rare Hebrew inscription of a 
latinized form of Mary, is still a very com­
mon name in 1st century Jerusalem. But 
the point is made that it could be referring 
to Jesus’s mother Mary. Mathew is also a 
common name, and, although the presence 
of several Mathews in Luke’s account of 
Jesus’ genealogy (Luke 3) would make it 
unsurprising to find a Mathew in the fam­
ily tomb of Jesus, there is no corroborating 
evidence that there was a family member 
of Jesus named Mathew; so this inscription 
is left out of the statistical calculations. The 
film then discusses at some length the name
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Yose. If Yose is just an abbreviation of Jo­
seph then it is also a very common name. 
However, an argument is put forward that 
Yose is a rare spelling that matches with the 
Greek ’ in Mark 6:3 who is said to be Je­
sus’ brother. This makes Yose a significant­
ly more meaningful and rare inscription. 
The final name, Mariamene e Mara is the 
only Greek inscription found in the tomb 
and is discussed at length in the film.
The inscription had been translated as ‘of 
Mariamene also called Mara’, with Mari­
amene being a variant of the common name 
Miriam and Mara being a contraction of 
Martha, also a very common name.1 How­
ever, the filmmakers argue that since the 
spelling of Mariamene is the only one of 
its kind ever found on an ossuary it is then 
highly significant that this is the same spell­
ing also used in the name of Mary Magda­
lene in the Gospel of Philip. Furthermore, 
in Aramaic mara means master, which fits 
with the role of teacher and apostle that she
2. Translations o f  the inscriptions taken from “A Cat­
alogue o f  Jewish Ossuaries: In the Collections o f  the 
State o f Israel”, by L.Y. Rahmani, 1994.
1. Amos Kroner, “A Tomb with Inscribed Ossuaries 
in East Talpiyot, Jerusalem ”, ‘Atiquot (Jerusalem), 
vol. 29 (1996), pp. 15.
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Lord, T hat I W ould B e Like the R ocks
By Tim Miller
“Living, or rather dying and being damned 
make a theologian, not understanding, reading 
or speculating.” -Martin Luther 
God is not ultimately found in the ascent 
of our intellect to places of speculation 
through reason. God can’t be found in tak­
ing our minds to higher levels or arguing 
the logic of forms behind reality. Our minds 
might be able to conceive of a universe that 
exists by the work of some ultimate creator, 
but God is found where we see divinity 
emptying itself and dying on a cross.
Sometimes in life we feel no more valu­
able than the rocks on the ground. Life’s 
circumstances can reduce us to emotional 
and spiritual dust. The pressure to suc­
ceed in ministry or stand out in class can 
act like chisels working away at our brittle 
edges. Suddenly what looks like a beautiful 
temple of God’s Holy Spirit on the outside 
feels like ancient ruins on the inside.
Unfortunately seminary and ministry are 
not always the most conducive atmospheres 
to express suffering, hurt, or confusion. The 
mouths of the depressed, confused or inse­
cure remain closed. Do I dare ask what that
word means when everyone else seems to 
understand? Do I dare talk about my doubts 
when everyone else seems so sure? Do I 
dare talk about my issues when everyone 
else seems to have it together?
Fresh out of seminary and in full-time 
ministry, my inabilities are monsters that do 
not bother hiding in the closet; they stand 
at the foot of my bed every night. Being 
around people who have been in the min­
istry for years and speak with ease about 
strategy and vision makes me wonder, 
“Who decided I was qualified for this?” 
God has a sense of humor.
But recently I discovered something 
about God. God loves me. Succeed or fail, 
please or disappoint, right or wrong, God 
loves me.
Through my reflections on Jesus’journey 
to the cross during this season of Lent, I 
discovered something amazing: rocks. And 
now I desire to be like the rocks.
For most people, rocks seem to be of 
little concern. Rocks are trampled upon, 
ground up, driven on, kicked and cast 
aside. Most rocks are ugly, dirty and bro­
ken. Sometimes we feel 
no more valuable than 
the rocks on the ground, 
but maybe a rock is not 
a bad thing to be.
When Jesus jour­
neyed to Jerusalem and 
the people began to 
praise God, the rocks 
humbly faded into the 
background, although 
they would have been 
more than willing to 
cry out if the people 
were silenced. Lord, 
that I would be like the 
rocks, content to stay 
unknown, yet full of 
courage to declare your 
praise when everyone 
else is silent.
When Jesus jour­
neyed up the path to his 
death, beaten and blood­
ied with the cross on 
his back, his followers 
found themselves on the 
fringes. But the rocks 
were there, willing ves­
sels to catch the precious blood of Christ as 
it fell to the ground. Lord, that I would be 
like the rocks, not allowing your blood to 
fall by the wayside, but humble to the point 
where I allow it to wash over me.
When Jesus hung on the cross and 
strained in his faithful obedience to the Fa­
ther, onlookers hurled insults as they tried 
to force him to exploit his equality with 
God. Yet when Jesus breathed his last, the 
earth shook and the rocks were rent. Lord, 
that I would be like the rocks, ever rent 
with sorrow at your sacrifice, yet restored 
in your making all things new.
When Jesus was taken down from the 
cross, and had no place to lay his head, the 
rocks formed the tomb to house his broken 
body. When the disciples found themselves 
behind a locked door, it was a rock that 
stood guard at the entrance to his tomb. 
Lord, that I would be like the rocks, ever 
willing to allow you in and keeping guard 
lest anything take you away.
When daylight began to break, and God’s 
power exploded in resurrection life, the 
rocks did not stand in the way, but rolled 
aside to reveal the glory of the Lord. Lord, 
that I would be like the rocks, ever-willing 
to step aside so that your power and glory 
might be revealed to all.
Sometimes suffering, hurt, confusion, 
insecurity, or any number of life’s issues 
can cause us to feel no more valuable than 
the rocks on the ground. But if no one else 
would, the rocks would declare the glory 
of God. When no one else would, the rocks 
collected the precious blood of Christ. 
When no one else would, the rocks broke 
apart at the death of our Lord. When no one 
else would, the rocks housed the body of 
Jesus, protected it with courage, and moved 
aside so that the power and glory of God 
might shine through.
So maybe a rock is not a bad thing to be. 
After all, Simon was a rock, and Jesus is 
the cornerstone. What else would God use 
to build his church?
God loves rocks. God loves you.
Tim graduated from Fuller 
with an MDiv in '06. Fie 
is currently the teaching 
pastor o f a progressive 
worship service in Mesa,
AZ where he lives with his 
wife and son. An alterna­
tive title for this article: God Rocks.
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It's Easter. . .W ho  C ares?
By Josh Whittier
Recalling my Easter Sundays growing 
up, I remember the holiday being filled 
with seemingly pointless endeavors. Like 
the endless jellybean searches, where my 
brother and I would tirelessly and competi­
tively scan our house for hours for candy... 
that we didn’t really even like that much. 
Or like the compulsive need to amass more 
marshmallow duckies and bite-size candy 
bars than I would ever be able to consume 
before it all melted or became stale.
Then there was church. “He is risen!” 
we boisterously pronounced in unison, 
followed by loud, stiff singing and candle 
lighting, and the pastor’s bold claim that the 
first Easter was THE most important day in 
human history, which we were celebrating 
that day. The problem for me was that I was 
taught to believe that the REALLY impor­
tant day was actually Good Friday! The 
cross was the moment where the price for 
our sins had been paid. Shouldn’t THAT be 
the most important day for us? The point of 
all the Easter hoopla was lost on me.
The pastor’s own difficulties with this 
would emerge in the Easter sermon, where 
his warm platitudes about the resurrection 
would give way to a rehashing of the “Good 
News” of Good Friday, that he might have 
something “good” to say to us at all! On 
top of that, I wanted to raise my hand dur­
ing the service to ask the pastor if God was 
cheating...it just didn’t seem like much of 
a sacrifice on God’s part, if God knew his 
son was going to be alive again in three 
days anyway.
I had no desire to bring such shame 
upon my head by asking such a scandalous 
question. So I never questioned. And yet I 
believe that as present and future church
leaders we must question now, lest Eas­
ter Sunday come to lose its significance 
altogether while the church is under our 
watch.
To understand the Gospel (“good news”) 
requires looking beyond merely a singular 
event (such as the cross), rather to examine 
the whole story of Jesus, the Gospel narra­
tive, in order to see who He was and is. Yet 
Easter has a special place in the story: It is 
not merely the dénouement, a happy, doc­
ile (and ultimately superfluous) resolution, 
but the climax. It is the moment where the 
“good news” reaches its zenith, as Paul as­
serts in 1 Corinthians 15:14 (NRSV: “...if 
Christ has not been raised, then our procla­
mation has been in vain and your faith has 
been in vain”). It is the fact that Jesus is 
alive that allows Peter to proclaim that Je­
sus has been made both Lord and Messiah, 
which was the message of the first evange­
listic crusade in Acts 2 (v. 36). Only Eas­
ter can give validity to the claim that Jesus 
Christ is now “in charge.”
The entire narrative of Christ’s life is 
concerned with the “good news,” i.e., (as 
presented in the Biblical Gospels) the new 
Kingdom of God, which Jesus came to 
both inaugurate and govern. The incarna­
tion of Christ instantiated the “good news” 
about this kingdom, which presented an en­
tirely new way of living, and his teachings 
called for the people’s radical reorientation 
and pledge of commitment to this rule. His 
healings, and the company he kept, demon­
strated this new rule to be one of restora­
tion in every comer of one’s life: physical, 
social, emotional, and spiritual. And the 
cross was the moment where Jesus’ faith­
fulness to the “kingdom-bringing” mis­
sion was ultimately 
demonstrated, as he 
refused to usher in 
his new rule through 
violent conquest, but 
instead through suc­
cumbing to violence 
and death, never 
ceasing to love his 
people. We need to 
examine all of these 
aspects of Christ’s 
life in order to un­
derstand the Gospel. 
Yet all these things
only 
fully make 
sense in light of the res­
urrection on Easter morning, where death 
and violence were shown to not be things 
of finality, but were conquered themselves 
through love and faithfulness...i.e., the en­
actment of the eternal Kingdom of God. In 
the resurrection of Christ, we find the hope 
for our own resurrection and look forward 
to the future where the rule of the King­
dom is fully realized. Yet even in this dark 
and troubled world in which we still live, 
we still pledge our allegiance to this new 
Kingdom, and can participate in its live- 
giving power, communing with God and 
with each other through the Holy Spirit. So, 
then, the “Good News” is not just about a 
past, completed event, but also both a pres­
ent-day “good news” and a celebration of 
the life that we live in Christ, as well as a 
future “good news,” where the promises of 
God will be fulfilled and the world will be 
fully redeemed.
Easter now rapidly approaches us. My 
pastor was right to assert its place as the 
most important event in human history, al­
though he struggled to explain why. While 
a full understanding of this will certainly 
elude our limited minds, I hope that we can 
discuss and preach about the importance of 
this day with more consistency and resolve 
than he did, for it is in the story of Easter 
that we find the very crux of the Gospel 
message, the message of hope and healing 
that we bring to the world.
The SEMI suspects that 
the reason we cannot get 
Josh (MDiv) to write a lot 
of articles is because he 
is too busy listening to the 
Decemberists or reading 
Miroslav Volf.
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The R eality of Life
In his book, The Radical Cross, A. W. 
Tozer writes, “The cross of Christ is the 
most revolutionary thing ever to appear 
among men. The cross of old Roman times 
knew no compromise; it never made con­
cessions. It won all its arguments by killing 
its opponent and silencing him for good.” 
The cross is a radical thing. It is a symbol 
of death, shame, weakness, and despair yet 
many have stripped it of its power by beau­
tifying it through meaningless symbols and 
tame words. But the reality of the cross is 
death to all that hang on it; nothing more, 
nothing less. Death, the one thing that hu­
manity tries to avoid and ignore, is the one 
thing that the Bible teaches, brings life.
Artistic Opportunities
Experiencing Creative Forms
’ Scene Study 
■ Drawing Dynamics 
> Worship Planning
New Labs for 
Spring Quarter!
For more information go to www.brehmcenter.org 
or contact us at 626.304.3789
B r e h m  C e n t e r
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In Mark 8:31-36, this is demonstrated 
well as we see Peter trying to elude the 
idea of death, and Christ rebuking him for 
it. Peter rebukes Jesus for prophesying his 
own suffering and execution, but Christ re­
sponds by returning the rebuke. He says to 
Peter, “you do not have in mind the things 
of God, but the things of man” (v. 33). Je­
sus went on to preach to the crowd one of 
the most dangerous, yet fruitful sermons 
in his short three-year ministry. “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me. For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s will save it” (Mark 8:34-35).
Jesus came to die, it was the focus of his 
life and it is the center of our faith, but to 
stop here leaves us with only half of the 
story. Death did not contain the Son of 
God, nor did the cross silence him forever. 
Jesus overcame the tomb on the third day 
and demonstrated that through him, sin and 
death have been stripped of their power. As 
Paul explains in 1 Corinthians 15:21-22, 
“For as by a man [Adam] came death, by a 
man [Jesus] has come also the resurrection 
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also 
in Christ shall all be made alive.” As Chris­
tians it is in this resurrection that our hope 
is based. Though we experience all the ef­
fects of sin throughout this world, we can 
stand on the promise that just as God raised 
Christ from the dead, we too, as believ­
ers in his grace, will be restored to a new, 
perfect world. A world as it was before the 
fall of humanity, without sin, sickness, war,
and poverty. It is important to note that our 
‘hope’ in this life is ‘other’ than our current 
physical circumstance, and is placed on 
God’s promise of our spiritual citizenship 
through our faith in Jesus Christ and His 
resurrection (Eph. 2:19, Phil. 3:20-21).
What is our response to this? In John 
12:24 Jesus teaches, “Truly, Truly I say 
to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit.” Paul restates 
this in 1 Corinthians 15:36 when he writes, 
“You foolish person! What you sow does 
not come to life unless it dies. Though 
quite opposite of human wisdom, true life 
does not come to us without death, or deny­
ing ourselves. We all have a sinful nature 
and have followed in the footsteps of Adam 
and Eve, our common parents. We are all 
trapped in this sin and only one thing can 
break us from its hold, Christ—his death and 
resurrection. Identifying ourselves with 
Christ in his death and believing in his res­
urrection (Gal. 2:20) destroys our life of sin 
and raises us to life in him and requires us 
to put our whole being (body, spirit, intel­
lect, emotions) under his authority. Our re­
sponse is to trust in Christ and put to death 
our sinful nature through the Cross.
Matt (MAGL) is co-di­
rector and co-founder of 
SENTralized Communi­
ties of Faith, a church 
planting and multiplica- 
tion network (www.sen- 
tralized.net).
Lost T omb Continued from page 2
holds in the Gospel of Philip. If it is true 
that the ossuary inscribed Mariamene e 
Mara belongs to the biblical Mary Magda­
lene then it would be an astounding coinci­
dence to find it in the tomb of a Jesus son 
of Joseph who was not the biblical Jesus of 
Nazareth. Still, since it is a family tomb, 
Mary Magdalene would only be included if 
she were a member of the family by mar­
riage.1 And the marriage of Mariamene 
e Mara and Yeshua son of Yehosef could 
mean that the ossuary inscribed Judah son
1. To support this point filmmakers had mitochon­
drial DNA extracted from the ossuaries o f Jesus and 
Mariamene and analyzed to show that the two did not 
share a mother.
of Jesus (Yehuda bar Yeshua) contained the 
remains of the son of Jesus and Mary Mag­
dalene.
The documentary uses the above as­
sumptions in a statistical calculation to see 
how likely it would be for such a collection 
of names to arise by shear coincidence. The 
filmmakers concluded that there is only a 1 
in 600 chance that this collection of names 
could be an accident, so in their view it is 
very reasonable to believe that this tomb 
in the East Talpiyot neighborhood of Jeru­
salem is the tomb of the historical Jesus. 
Statistics, however, can only be as good as 
the data and assumptions behind them and
I didn’t find the film’s arguments to be very 
convincing. But I’m no authority on first 
century Palestinian Greek, Hebrew and 
Aramaic names, so you will need to decide 
for yourself.
Jeff (MAT) has high 
hopes of becoming the 
next survival guide spe­
cialist on the Discovery 
Channel. Just this week 
he conquered a moun­
tain of laundry, tackled 
the tough terrain of dirty 
dishes, and defeated the abyss o f a mildewy tub. 
Bear Grylls watch your back!








B u n g Continued from page 1
dom of humankind. While dogs attacked 
and water hoses were used to “restore or­
der,” non-violent demonstrators remem­
bered the words of that hymn to help them 
earn their own social and political freedom. 
Lynching was common during this period. 
Therefore, like Christ, many were “hung on 
a tree” by those who opposed their quest to 
secure social and political freedom. In addi­
tion, several African Americans embraced 
their own Golgotha Hill experiences. Just 
as Christ walked a great distance to the 
Cross (i.e. his ultimate sacrifice), some Af­
rican Americans walked miles and miles to 
school or to work in order to participate in 
the bus boycotts in the 1960s (their respec­
tive sacrifices for the movement). They felt 
the need to partake in Christ’s suffering in 
some tangible way.
How has this mindset translated in a 
contemporary context among members of 
Generations X and Y? In my opinion, the 
younger African-American generation is 
full of “doubting” Thomases who are so far 
removed from the experience of our pro­
genitors that the only way they will be able 
to appreciate the reality 
of the Cross is to touch 
the scars (i.e. the expe­
riences and deep marks 
left in history) of the 
participants of the Civil 
Rights Movement and, 
more importantly, the 
scars of Christ (His ex­
perience and deep mark 
left in history). One of 
the problems with the 
current African Ameri­
can generation is that 
it feels like we have ar­
rived at the “Promised 
Land.” Schools have 
been integrated, signs 
denoting “whites only” 
have been taken off of 
water fountains, and Af­
rican-Americans have 
gained privileges that 
had previously been re­
fused. Surely we have 
arrived, right? How can 
this be when social in­
equality still abounds 
in society? One in four 
American children live 
in poverty in the United 
States (and the number 
is higher for minorities). 
Thirty percent of young 
black men have been 
in prison or are under 
the supervision of the 
criminal justice system, 
while only eighteen per­
cent have attended col­
lege. Poverty and AIDS 
in Africa (our home­
land) are epidemics of 
massive proportions. In
c li ai e l
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Call or stop by our office for a  free quote.
M-F 9:00 AM  -  5:30 PM / Sat. 10:00-1:00 or by appointment
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the words of Dr. King, “injustice anywhere 
is a threat to justice everywhere.”
Some in the younger generation have 
abandoned the message that long has been 
prevalent in the African American com­
munity: a message of hope, suffering with 
Christ and taking up one’s own cross. This 
message has been abandoned for one that 
reflects a relationship with Christ without 
suffering or any community accountabil­
ity. Rather than taking up, some prefer to 
“bling out” one’s cross. They have traded 
in respect and admiration for Christ’s sac­
rifice and its resulting message for venera­
tion of their own “saints” (in the persons 
of Biggie Smalls, Tupac Shakur, and others 
they have “lost” to martyrdom).
I propose that our generation is not far 
removed from the struggles of our progeni­
tors. We, too, should be encouraged to em­
brace the message of the Cross. For it is the 
Cross of Christ that still offers the hope our 
ancestors experienced. It offers hope that a 
government that was not responsive to ca­
tastrophes in the minority community, such 
as Hurricane Katrina, can be held account­
able. It offers a hope that a justice system 
that disproportionately incarcerates minori­
ties can experience reform that causes it to 
administer justice de facto rather than de 
jure. The same hope that African-Ameri­
cans saw in the Cross then is absolutely 
necessary for the current generation. The 
fact that e suffered, died, was buried and 
was raised has always been an important 
part of the cultural experience of African- 
Americans. As the old African-American 
hymn declares, “The Blood that gives me 
strength from day to day...will NEVER 
lose its power.” As we enter a season of 
reflection on the Cross, culturally and theo­
logically, may we all realize the importance 
of the Cross and its message to our com­
munities, and remain proactive in retaining 
that meaning for generations to come.
John is a first year MDiv 
student who lives a bling- 
free lifestyle. Though a 
native o f a small, coastal 
crabbing and fishing 
community in Georgia he 
happens to be allergic to 
shellfish (insert words of 
sympathy here).
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Legal Issues in Church Employment and Real Estate 
Mon, April 16,3pm-5pm Geneva Rm 
Presenter: M. Dennis Kasper
Leading from  the  M iddle: C hallenges an d  O ppor­
tunities in th e  Associate P a s to r’s Call 
Thur, April 26,3pm -5pm Payton 101 
Presenter: Rev. Morgan Murray, Community Presby­
terian Church, San Juan Capistrano, CA
Weddings A-Z: P re -M arita l C ounseling, P lanning, 
and P erform ing  the  W edding 
Wed, May 2, lpm-3pm
Presenter: Rev. Kirk Mackie, W ilshire Avenue Com­
munity Church
Women in P asto ra l M in istry : A Panel Discussion 
Fri, May 4 ,12pm-2pm Geneva Rm 
A  Panel o f Women Pastors
2007 Pay ton  L ectures
May 2 & 3, Travis Auditorium
SOT is pleased to host Dr. Darrell Guder, Dean of
Academic Affairs and Henry W inters Luce Professor 
o f Missional and Ecumenical Theology at Princeton 
Theological Seminary, as the featured speaker for the 
Payton Lectures. Dean G uder will give two public 
lectures on the theme “W alking Worthily: Missional 
Leadership after Christendom” scheduled from 10- 
10:50am on May 2 and 3. For more info e-mail theol­
ogy!® fuller.edu.
Stabilizing M arriag es A fter Infidelity: T he F irs t 90 
Days A fter Disclosure 
Thur, May 10,1:00pm-3:00pm Geneva Room 
Presenter: Pastor David M. Carder, Counseling Minis­
tries, First Evangelical Free Church, Fullerton, CA.
Insta lla tion  o f Todd E . Jo h n so n  in the  W illiam  K. 
an d  Delores S. B rehm  C h a ir  fo r  W orship , T heol­
ogy an d  the  A rts in the  School o f  Theology 
Tue, May 22 ,10am, Pasadena Presbyterian Church 
Dr. Todd Johnson, W illiam K. and Delores S. Brehm 
Associate Professor o f  W orship, Theology and the 
Arts, will speak on the topic: “Liturgical Links: To­
wards a Liturgical Theology o f Free Church W orship.”
This event is open to the public and no reservation is 
required. For more info contact the SOT Dean s Office 
at 584.5300, or email theology@ fuller.edu.
In teg ra tional Sm all G roup
Do you have the heart to integrate psychology, m is­
sions, and theology? Do you care about the mental 
health and spiritual needs o f missionaries? Join a 
community o f students every other Thursday night 
for thriving discussion and fellowship. For time, loca­
tion, and speakers, contact Jeff Simons (buckrogers@ 
cp.fuller.edu) or H ana Shin (hana_shin@cp.fuller. 
edu).
A F R E E  D rink  Awaits You
If  you completed the Adult Student Priorities Survey 
(ASPS) in the winter quarter & have not picked up 
your free drink certificate, come by the Student Life & 
Services Office (2nd floor o f the Catalyst) or Access 
Services Office (1st floor o f the Catalyst). You have 
until Thursday, April 5. N o paperwork needed. Just 
give us your name.
A d v e r t i s e m e n t s
Do You Need M ortgage F inancing  fo r a  H om e 
Purchase or Refinance? Call Fuller alum Laurie Lun- 
din at Vista Financial Advisors. 825.6173. llundin@ 
earthlink.net.
Thinking of Buying o r  Selling a  H om e or other real 
estate? Call Fuller alumnus David Tomberlin at Sun 
Coast Real Estate at 590.1311.
Massage T herapy! M assage is excellent self-care! 
Susan Young, nationally certified massage therapist, 
now working in Arcadia and La Canada. 296.3245.
Auto R epair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant Auto 
Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd, Pasadena. Call 
798.4064 for an appointment.
Pasadena T ire . All m ajor brands. New/used tires, 
alignment, brakes, struts/shocks. 1070 E. W alnut St. 
795.7240. Mon-Fri 8-5:30, Sat-8am -lpm .
Auto Collision R epair. 5 minutes west o f Fuller. 
Owned by family o f  Fuller graduate for 25 years. D is­
count for students! Columbia Auto Body. 1567 Colo­
rado Blvd 323.258.0565. Ask for John or Paul.
J& G  A uto Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, 
tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 E. 
Walnut St. 793.0388. Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm.
Rings, D iam onds, an d  Things! W alter Zim m er Co. is 
a jewelry design, manufacturing, and repair business 
founded in 1917 and located in the jew elry district 
of downtown Los Angeles. Owner Mel Zim m er is a 
longtime mem ber o f Glendale Presbyterian Church.
Because of our appreciation of 
Charles Fuller and the Seminary, 
we consider it a privilege to serve 
Fuller students. Phone M el’s son 
Ken at 213.622.4510 for infor­
mation. Also visit our website: 
www.walterzimmer.com.
Tax T im e. Tax preparer, licensed 
and bonded, specializing in min­
isters, Fuller students and staff. 
Reasonable rates. Ask for Tom 
Dunn at 818.352.8237.
Psychology R esearch  P roblem s 
Solved! Fuller SOP PhD alum­
nus with 20 years experience as 
a statistician for thesis and dis­
sertation consultations. Worked 
on hundreds of projects. Teaches 
graduate research courses. D e­
signing “survivable” research 
proposals a specialty. M ethods 
chapter tune-ups. Survey devel­
opment. Provides multivariate 
data analysis using SAS or SPSS. 
Statistical results explained in 
simple English! Assistance with 
statistical table creation and re­
port write-up. Final oral defense 
preparation. Fuller community 
discounts. Call for free phone 
consultation. Tom Granoff, PhD. 
310.640.8017. Email tgranoff@ 
lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/ M aster­
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GIVES SOLDIERS THE STRENGTH TO ENDURE,
BUT ONLY A CHAPLAIN CAN DO THE SAME FOR THEIR FAMILIES.
These ere trying times. Not just for our Soldiers, but for their families as well. Husbands. Wives. Sons and daughters." 
They all need the nourishment that spiritual leadership can provide. Whether you’re already ordained or still in 
seminary, there are opportunities for you to fill this role. Consider the call of a truly unique ministry.
B
BECOME A U.S. ARMY CHAPLAIN
' learn mòre at info.g'oarmy.com l-800rUSA-ARMY Ext. 123
H
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